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Role of LLL in the Economic Development of China
In China the government supports lifelong learning practice on the local, provincial and national levels. The initiatives in this sphere have "a strong focus on improving cooperation between cities and higher education institutions to enhance provision of continuing education for a broad range of potential learners" (Lifelong Learning in China Emphasizes Continuing Education and Vocational Skills). Ms Lu Xin, Vice-Minister of Education of China, reinforced that continuing education is a very important element of lifelong learning, which is crucial for reforming of education towards a more up-to-date system, while highlighting the need for effective pooling of resources from universities and municipalities to that end. She ended by reiterating that the demand for continuing education is evident and broadly shared, but concrete provision of learning opportunities must be strengthened, that responds creatively to the demand, with a focus on bridging initial vocational education and higher education (ibid.).
A well-known, yet remarkable fact is that China is the third largest country in terms of geographical area in the world after Russia and Canada. Simultaneously it has the largest population on earth. Wang, V.C.X. Parker, J.
(2014) believe that to outsiders, China's huge population could be seen as a problem: just feeding the people is a heavy burden. However, the Chinese regard their huge population as a vital asset in overall economic development. And even today many Chinese quote their late chairman
Mao by saying, "many hands make light work."
Here we would like to quote Kaplan, Sobin and Andors (1979, 126) , who stipulate that "China's mass labor mobilization campaigns obscure boundaries between those who are in and outside of the workforce. Students attend class, but they also work while going to school. Peasants farm, but can also be employed in rural and urban industries in slack seasons. Women still bear a major responsibility for housework, but millions take part in neighborhood service centers and small-scale industries". However, today an education worth having is not just that defined by other people. The scholar insists that the collective task, perhaps, is to help to shape those individual learning goals in order to address the greater challenges and possibilities our society faces as a species and in our communities. So, given that learning's purpose is to secure our survival in conditions which are better than just tolerable, we need to consider the challenges our society is facing today.
Here we need to talk about competencies that are in demand for today. We agree with K. Steffens (2015) , who stipulates that a variety an over-all, lifelong education can produce the kind of complete man, the need for whom is increasing with the continually more stringent constraints tearing the individual asunder" (Steffens, 2015) .
Conclusion
To sum up, we would like to quote Li Jiange However, the ensuing rapid industrialization and increased demand for skilled laborers requires an effective education and training system to quickly enhance the skills level of rural laborers, enabling them to benefit from wage increases, improved welfare, and full employment" (Li Jiange, 2015) . Nowadays it is evident that on-the-job learning has become an important channel for China's more than 700 million workers to obtain new knowledge and acquire the necessary working skills, whereas the quick transformation of the economic structure has increased the level of structural unemployment, making training a prerequisite for the unemployed to find new vacant places. We agree with Li Jiange that in addition to formal education, this will require a diverse continuing education and training system, and deployment of modern information technology to expand training opportunities.
